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To Whorn lt May Conem;

I am writing to oppose HB 456. As a high school student at Billing$ West High School, I

serwd on Planned Parenthood Teen Board, a gruup of peer educators. My axperience on

the board was phanomenal. Not only did I learn abor"rt Planned Parenthoodb extensive

services to our community, but I also leamed about nry own se,xuality and how to use it

resrcnsibly,

ln School Disttict #2, wtrich senesthe greaterBillings area, the ss,( education policy is

limited to abstinence only. The effects of this policy were obvior.rs in my classmates. As

peer educators our most important job was to be kno/vledgeable. After j,oining teen hoard,

I was approached by peers constantly with questions about contr:aceptirres, 'normal'

sstual behaviof orsimply'how it allworked?'. lwas in awe ahout how rnuch rny peers did

not know about thelr s$ilality and consequently lrow little corrtrol thaT fett they had over it.

Even more obvious than the sorud ignorance was the many pregnancy bellies around

calrpus. In my senior class alone, fourteen women were pregnarrt throughout the year.

Our second iob, of ooursa, ums struing our knowledge in a structured environment. In the

m4ority of the ctasses we were invited to, sincs the abstinence only policy extended to
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our$elves when we wefe in the c{assroom, we disoussed the cost of Farenting, socially,

financi.ally, temrcrally, and physically. We emphasEd the responsibilfu of being a parent

and discussed that prcgnancy is a resutt of soc We echoed the cunent cuniculum and

told the studenF that to arroid this tatation of your resources, abstinence is truly the best

policy.

lwent to the heartng on HB 4SG in the house a furryweeks ago. and I must say, what many

of the supmrters of this bill said was untruthful arrd ill composed, A,s a recent hlgh school

student, I can not $Qress the dire need for comprehensive sex educafion in the wodd of

young adults. We live in a world in wtrich we are constantly bornbarded vulh sex in our

medla and advertising while the truth of sex is swept under the rug because of this

abstinence only cuniculum. I surueyed many parents during my work as a peer educator

and the maionty asrumed that their kids were being taught about safe sor in school.

Consequently, they had avoided the awltward sex talk. Please consider this when you are

considwing HB rt56. Schod is a venue for knowledge and insight. Flease don't take away

the absolute$ critical knorvledge that Planned Parenthood brings to the community

through their ducational outreach. In Billings, certainlythe school dbtrict is not providing it

and the paents in many cases are not s'trer.

I urge you, dq not support HB 456.

Elest,

Kiah Abbey
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